BY PETER BRUL

Eco-farming can double
food production

' Small-scale ira1mers can double food productlon w1thm 10 years 1n -

at- risk regmm by using ecoioglcal methods, a new UN report Shows
Based on an extensive review of the recent sc1ent1hc, hterature the
study calls for a funddmentdl bhlft towards agr oecology as a way to

_ boost food produa,twn and 1mprove the s1tuat10n GI lhe poorest '

~ “To feed 9 billion people in 2050 we urgently need to _'
~adopt the most efficient farming techmques avallab!e i

i says Olivier De Schutter, UN S_pecnel_ Rapp__qrteur on_t_h_e_
- Right to Food and author of the report. “Today's scienti-

fic evidence demonstrates that agroecological r'nethode _

outperform the use of chentical fertilizers in booetlng
food productlon where the hungry live - eSpecreIIy e

unfaverable environments.” : : =
: Agroecology applles eccloglc:al science to the demgn

of agrlcultural systems can help put an end to the food
crisis and address the challenges of chmate change and -

poverty it enhances the productivity of soils and pro-
- tects the crops agalnst pests by reiying on the natural

environment sucn as beneflmal trees; plants anlmals and :

insects. = . _
““To date. agmecologlcal projec:ts have shown an aver-
age crop yield increase of 80% in 57 develo,p_mg counv'

tries, with an average increase of 116% for all African

projects De Schutter says. “Recent pro;ects c:onduc-

fedin 20 Afrlcan countnee demonstra‘ted a dc:ublmg of' :

crop ylelds over a perlcd of 3 10 years

'cllmate change and is. not resifient to cllmatfc shocks
|t simply i is not the best choice anymore today, De

agroecology on food productlen poverty alleviation andj
climate change m[tlgatfon and this is what is needed
in a world of limited resources. : :

The report polnts out that prolects in IndoneSIa \fet- :
nam and Bangladesh recorded up to 92% reductlcns

in insecticide use for rice, leading to important s_.avmg_s_ :

for poor farmers. “Knowledge came: to replaoe pesthl- :
des and fertilizers. This was a wmnlng bet and compa-
rable resu_lt_s.abqund in pth:er tropical c_ountrles

“The approach is also gaining gr'c:l_lnd' in developed
countries. However, despite its impressive potential in
realizing the F{ig‘h’t to ‘Fe'oc_l 'f,er_al_l_, _agrdecglogy. is still
insufficien‘_tly..baeked__by ;arnbi‘clbté_s‘_s_—ptlbl_ic p_ol'tcjes. "

“We won't sclve hunger and stop cllma'te change with.

; : : : : : 'mdustrlai farmlng oft large plantatlons The solutmn i
“Conventlonal farming l’elles on expenswe lnputs fuels"- -

lies in supporting small—scale farmers knowledge and

: - experimentation, and | in raising the incomes of smallhoi-
-_ “ders so as to contrlbute to rural development, » We can

Schutter stressed that “A large segmient of the sclentn‘lc: '
commun;ty Now acknowledges the paositive lmpacts of -

see a doubling of food production within 5 to 10 years .
in some regions where the hungry live,” De Schutter i

- says. “Whether or not we will succeed this transition Wll_l i
- depend on our aB'ility to learn faster from lnhovetidns. "
- We need to go fast if we want to avoid repeated food
, _'-and.climale disasterein the 21st cerltury.” ]
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